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MINUTES OF THE PATTINGHAM AND PATSHULL PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON THE 5TH DECEMBER 
2022 AT PATTINGHAM VILLAGE HALL  
 
Present: Councillors: R Lines (Chairman), A Freeman, L Billingham, J Tomlinson, T Mason, N Land, A Turner, N Hill, 
M Finch (arrived at 8.05pm). 
 
Also Present: Miss J S Cree, PC Ashley Tooth, Mrs Maggie Quinn, and 4 members of the public. 
 
134/22.  Apologies for Absence. 
 
Apologies of absence were received from Councillors D Billson, Mrs A Davies (Vice-Chairman) and County Councillor 
Jak Abrahams. 
 
135/22.  Declarations of Councillors’ Interest. 
 
Cllr R Lines declared an interest in relation to the Village Hall grant agenda item and took no part in the decision on 
this matter. 
 
136/22.  Public Forum - Democratic fifteen minute period / public question time. 
 
Standing orders were raised to enable members of the public to speak. 
 
There were 4 residents present and they raised the following areas of concern in the Parish:- 
 

• Lack of maintenance from the Highways Authority - gutters are not swept causing weeds and silt to build up 
stopping water draining through the drains and causing deep flash floods. 

• Flooding particularly on the junctions with Clive Road, Westbeech Road and outside of the school.  Making it 
impossible for children to cross the road safely avoiding getting wet through the deep silted water they have to 
navigate. 

• Not being able to cross safely with the crossing patrol as the flooding is in the area he has to cross the 
children. 

• Driving dangerously and speeding through the village particularly at school times. 

• Inconsiderate parking on yellow lines by the school and the zig zag lines, obscuring the view of pedestrians 
and forcing cars to drive in the middle of the road to get round parked cars. 

• Increasing of dog excrement on the pavements – can prosecutions take place? 
 
Cllr J Tomlinson reported that he had attending the Police Meeting at Perton to raise the issue of speeding, the 
Community Speed watch at Perton have offered to come and help and run sessions at Pattingham He has also 
spoken to his line manager re the school safety of children having to walk into on coming traffic due to flooding on 
Westbeech Road. 
 
PCSO Ashley Tooth confirmed that he had risk assessed the sites for the Community Speedwatch Group and they 
can now come from Perton to do a Community Speed watch session in the village. He has put forward Westbeech 
and Wolverhampton Road. Community Speed watch shows evidence of speeding which is required to get a speed 
camera van into the area. 
 
It was noted that in Pattingham, 3 attempts have been made to set up a Community SpeedWatch but no volunteers 
apart from 2 came forward (Cllr T Mason and his wife).  
 
The SID sign can be moved, and with permission, the Parish Council can use the poles installed by the District 
Council.  Cllr N Hill offered to move the sign on a more frequent basis to help, Mr P Dunn offered to help relocate the 
Speed Indication Sign and suggested moving it every 2 weeks. 
 
The Chairman reported that the Parish Council do not have any powers of enforcement to address the issues raised 
above by the members of the public, they are Highways (County Council) and District Council areas of responsibility. 
He recalled that when gully maintenance took place on the drains in High Street/Clive Road/Westbeech Road 
junction, that was the only time the area was not affected by flash flooding which occurred the following week. 
 
Gully maintenance is the only answer to help stop this situation, but the County have to do this.  If members of the 
public keep reporting the issues in the parish using the My Council App, it will highlight the areas that need looking at 
and raise the profile of the problem, numbers speak. 
 
Approximately 5 years ago, SSDC took a decision to not sweep all roads in the villages, now they only do the main 
roads in a village.  The Policy changed after this initial decision following complaints being received and now one 
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Parish at a time the District Council are sweeping a whole village, Wombourne was recently swept, we do not know 
when Pattingham’s will be.   
 
Mrs Maggie Quinn reported she is a locality enabler for area 4. They want to facilitate discussions between all levels 
of Local Authority. She will take this forward to Andy Aston and ask for the schedule of when Pattingham may be 
taking their turn and report back this information. She said that Pattingham can use the District Council SID posts, just 
let her know they are being used. 
 
The weeds in the gutters are the responsibility of the County Council and SSDC do the sweeping.  County 3 years ago 
made a decision to no longer use weed killer and this had an impact on the road sweeping. Staffordshire County 
Council are trialling a new machine that is a high-pressured treated water to help remove the weeds as this is more 
environmentally friendly. 
 
Cllr T Mason reported that prosecutions do take place for dog fouling. 
 
Cllr M Finch arrived at 8.05 pm  
 
The Chairman advised that changes to Highways are often long processes, involving formal consultations. The speed 
reduction on Burnhill Green Road took over 2 years to implement. He also reported some of the speed related issues 
that the Council have tackled: 

• Yellow lines outside the school on Westbeech Road with restricted parking hours 

• National speed limit (60mph) reduction to 40mph on a section of Burnhill Green Road 

• Applied for a Highways grant to buy a Speed Indication Device (SID) and installed and maintained it for 6 
years. 

• Parking Buddies were trialled outside the school, without success as there was an issue over who put them 
out each day. 

• Funded training for Community SpeedWatch volunteers for Burnhill Green. 

• Funded Village Gateway Markers for Burnhill Green have been ordered to slow the traffic down. 

• Accompanied Horse warning sign was installed on the Wolverhampton Road. 

• Campaigned to get the Wolverhampton Road onto the primary gritting route. 
 
Mr P Dunn said that the Council should hire a sweeper from a private contractor and pay for the work from the 
Precept. The Chairman explained that road sweeping is a service that is performed by another Statutory Authority. 
Apart from the legal aspect of funding other Statutory Authorities services - if the Parish Council pays for additional 
work to be done, it is like taxing people twice for the same thing. However, we have previously indicated our 
willingness to co-fund additional road sweeping with the District Council, but no further information was received on 
the initiative. 
 
Reports were made of trees shedding leaves onto pavements making them slippery to walk on, it was discussed that 
in time gone by residents looked after their own patch and cleared drains / gutters of debris outside their house, swept 
the leaves up etc , however this does not happen now.  Mrs Maggie Quinn stated that a Friends Groups are helpful to 
clear leaves from pavements etc. 
 
Standing orders were reinstated. 
 
137/22. To receive a report from the Police and discuss any relevant matters relating to Police only. 
 
The report was circulated to all members at the start of the meeting, the Chairman read out the report and PCSO 

Ashley Tooth was present to answer questions. The quad bikes are still going around the village, the Police have a 

proactive crime unit recently formed that may be able to help, he will request their support. 

 
138/22. Presentation from Mrs Maggie Quinn – Locality Enabler 
 
Mrs Maggie Quinn circulated a presentation on the Locality Forum Enablers which is attached as appendix 1 to these 
minutes. 
 
Her remit is to oversee community safety, she is developing a 3 year plan looking at priorities for each area in the 
localities.   
 
She gave out the statistics of increase in crime rates as they have gone up 20% across the South Staffordshire area 
this year.  The main increase appears to be vehicle crime and both the District Council and the Police suggest using a 
Faraday bag to stop keyless car thefts. 
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The 3 year target will not be achievable if the crime rates continue to increase. 
 
Public reassurance is also a key target, both people visiting and living in South Staffordshire have a perception that 
crime is rife, however the perception does not match the actual crime levels and South Staffordshire is a low crime 
area. 
 
The District Council have 12 mobile CCTV units, they are usually deployed in situe for 3 months and locations are 
chosen based on intelligence and issues reported in the area. 
 
South Staffordshire Community Lottery - this supports local good causes. Last year they allocated £15000 to 
Community Groups for the Jubilee, this year funds available are for Community is the best Medicine project, looking at 
supporting communities to have warm rooms, such as Churches and Village Halls.  The Chairman reported that he 
will speak to the Church to see if they can utilise any of these funds and make an application, as the Village Hall is run 
by volunteers and it would not be possible to open the Village Hall rooms for this purpose.   
 
They are looking at Council priorities in the localities to see what are the most important for the areas from SSDC level 
to Parish Councils.  They are encouraging people to help themselves and support locally vulnerable residents that 
need help. The last residents survey showed that residents live longer and from the survey it showed post 66 years 
old health declines and they want to help people to live longer more comfortable lives. 
 
Mrs Quinn reported that the purpose of the Community enabler is to help their Locality, if flooding is an issue then she 
will take this forward to the County Council, yellow lines she will speak to Traffic Enforcement Officer, also the Police 
with relation to parking on Westbeech Road obscuring oncoming traffic. 
 
The other Locality enablers also have a main role that is shared across each locality, each Officer’s areas of 
responsibility is detailed below:- 
 
Welfare and Benefits – Ryan Cresswell . 
Health and Wellbeing – Rob Sharratt. 
Environment – Open Spaces - Andy Aston  
Climate Change / Friends Group – Ryan Taylor 
Community Safety – Maggie Quinn 
Local Growth and Business - Harvey Bains 
 
Localities were formed in 2008 to link small parishes to identify their needs, when needs are identified they will come 
and discuss this with Parishes to work together.  This is relaunching and trying to being together 3 tier working closer.  
 
Cllr J Tomlinson asked if people were needing support how do they find out? They can get the information on 
Noticeboards, websites, telephone, word of mouth etc to share the information.   
 
During the Pandemic the Parish Council did give out hampers to the vulnerable and needy of the Parish, these people 
were identified through local knowledge and the Church. If anyone is aware of people needing support to let the 
District Council know. They can help with benefits etc they can help. 
 
It was agreed that Mrs Quinn will provide leaflets to give out to suitable events and on the Notice boards, Facebook 
and website. 
 
Mrs M Quinn will attend a future meeting as required. Members thanked her for her attendance at the meeting. 
 
139/22. To discuss the SID sign 
 
The data for the SID was requested monthly for distribution through the Parish Council, this was agreed. Cllr N Hill 
agreed to move the SID sign to Westbeech Road and will move it every 3-4 weeks inline with when the battery needs 
changing. The Clerk to liaise with him to download and clear (reset) the data as its moved. 
 
140/22. To receive for confirmation and adoption, the Minutes of the Parish Council meetings held on 10th October 
and 14th November 2022. 
 
The minutes of the above meeting were agreed as an accurate and true record of the meeting. 
 
141/22.  County / District Councillors to address the Council on any matters relevant to the Parish 
 
Councillor T Mason raised the following points:- 
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• The Local Plan is out for consultation. 

• No sign of a formal consultation for development at Westbeech Road 

• We are likely as a District Council for the first time to get a round of funding into South Staffs from UK 
prosperity fund. Its 2 years of funding from April 2023 , SSDC are setting up criteria for funding that can be 
applied for to help with decarbonisation, i.e EC charging points at the Village Hall for example. 

• Potholes on Orchard Close – need to be raised with Cllr Jak Abrahams as still outstanding. 
 
142/22. To receive an update on Village gateway markers  
 
It was agreed at the budget meeting in November to increase the budget for this project due to rising costs.  The order 
has been placed for the gateway markers and delivery is expected in January. Cllr. L Billingham will take delivery and 
assemble them. The County Council will then install them. 
 
143/22. To receive an update on and discuss Park maintenance 
 
The resin-bound path has been installed on the children’s park. 
 
A fence to be installed on the skate park northern perimeter has been ordered and will be installed in mid-January. 
 
These were noted. 
 
144/22. To discuss a grant application for the village hall 
 
A grant application for £5000 has been received from Pattingham Village Hall. It was proposed by Cllr T Mason and 
seconded by Cllr N Hill to give a grant of £5000. On a vote this was carried. 
 
145/22 To note Local Plan and make any comments if required 
 
This was noted and the Clerk will put a link to the consultation on the webpage and Facebook page, 
 
146/22.   Report from the Clerk.  
 
To discuss applying for a PROW Grant for 2023/24 – to be an agenda item for January. 
 
Appeal Ref: APP/C3430/W/22/3294667 Upper Westbeech Farm, Nurton Hill Road, Pattingham, WV6 7HG – appeal 
allowed. 
 
Correspondence received 
 
Thank you letter from resident at Burnhill Green for removal of the old lighting post. 
Application for funding - community is the best medicine and Warm Places 
SPCA Updated pay scales for 2022-23 
 
Planning Applications received 
 
22/01041/COU 
Proposal: Formalisation (retrospective) change of use from disused agricultural buildings to domestic storage units 
Location: Nurton Ridge Hollies Lane Pattingham 
 
22/01050/FUL 
Proposal: Proposed front canopy and rear single storey extension 
Location: 58 The Greenway Pattingham 
 
PEST CONTROL AGREEMENT NO: PCC/R/302979-£257.50+VAT renewal – this was agreed that the Clerk renew 

the contract. 

 

 

 

147/22.   Accounts for Payment  
 
The accounts for payment are detailed below:- 
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723648 Dittons Grounds Maintenance £600.00 

723649 Broxap Gym Equipment £878.40 

723651 Tracey Smith 
Cleaning changing 
rooms 

£90.00 

723652 Stafford Borough Council Vermin Control £309.00 

723653 Viking Direct Stamps £23.20 

723654 Cancelled   £0.00 

723655 ICO Annual fee £20.00 

723656 Royal British Legion Wreathes £75.00 

723657 A horton Gardening £160.00 

723658 Administration Salary November £936.29 

723659 HMRC November £315.31 

723510 A Horton Gardening December £160.00 

723511 Administration Salary December £711.68 

723512 HMRC December £195.94 

723513 J Teague General works £2,622.37 

723514 Permabloom Poppy garland £77.94 

723515 Glasdon Village markers £3,865.92 

723516 Broxap Gym Balance invoice £6,823.20 

723517 Edge IT systems support for 2022/23 £338.40 

723518 Wix Editor Annual charges £188.76 

723519 Ditton Services Grounds Maintenance £600.00 

723520 R H Electrical Xmas lights £2,544.00 

DD British Telecom   £57.53 

DD EE   £21.92 

DD Utility Warehouse   £48.14 

DD Water Plus Rates £19.63 

      £21,682.63 

 
These were noted and agreed. 
 
148/22.   Items for future Meetings  
 
To be with the Clerk by the 6th January 2023 -  Toddler Swings, PROW grant, traffic calming measure Burnhill Green. 
 
149/22.   Dates of Next Meetings – 
       
     16th January 2023 

6th March 2023 (Burnhill Green – Crown Room) 

17th April 2023 (APM) 

15th May 2023 (AGM)  
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Appendix 1 to the minutes of Pattngham and Patshull Parish Council meeting.
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