MINUTES OF A PATTINGHAM AND PATSHULL PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON MONDAY 5th
MARCH 2018 AT THE CROWN ROOMS, BURNHILL GREEN
_________________________________________________________________________
Present: Councillors: Councillors R Lines (Chairman), D Billson (Vice Chairman), J Dyas, T Mason, S
Hubble, K James, J Tomlinson, G Deane, Mrs S Hughes and Mrs A Davies
Also present Miss J Cree - Clerk
Public Forum
Mr Lee Billingham addressed the Parish Council to ask for clarity on the following matters
relating to the proposed scout camp relocation on land in Burnhill Green:
On the recent planning application the access to the proposed site was up a small
track off Snowdon Road. Some residents are concerned over encountering cars on this
track that is primarily a footpath used by dog walkers, and secondly the increased traffic
through the village.

Shropshire are now being consulted on this planning application and this is delaying
a decision why?

He also has concerns over the planned extension of the usage of the site and
increasing numbers of scouts and other young people accessing the area, in addition to
planned fencing being erected around the site, which is out of keeping with the Greenbelt.
District Councillor T Mason, who chairs the District Council planning committee, informed
Mr Billingham the reason that the determination date had been extended was due to the
applicant being asked to move the proposed access away from the centre of the village.
The applicant has now resubmitted amended plans showing the access off the Burnhill
Green Road. This has taken the planning application into Shropshire so they have had to
be consulted. With the applicants approval the deadline for determination for the
application has been moved forward. If Mr Billingham needed any further information to
contact him directly.
It was noted that the Parish Council had submitted a comment on the application following
their January Parish Council meeting, which broadly supported the application, as they did
not wish to see the Scouts lose their facility in the parish.
Dr Matthew Bird attended the Parish Council meeting to discuss the future provision of the
Citizens Advice Bureau service offered to patients at the Albrighton Surgery. A CAB service
has been running from the Surgery for 17 years and is in danger of ceasing due to reduced
funding. Albrighton Parish Council have already stepped in and agreed to fund any short
fall in funding of the service for the next financial year, and they have asked if other
neighbouring councils would be prepared to assist with some financial support. It was not
clear if the CAB service was only available to patients registered at Albrighton Surgery and
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Dr Bird was asked to clarify that point and update the Clerk. Members also asked if
clarification could be found on whether the service could be opened to all residents of
Pattingham not just those that attend the Doctors surgery and if it is feasible to have a
monthly outreach in Pattingham, although Dr Bird said that may present some logistical
and security difficulties relating to persons working outside of a managed facility.
Members agreed to add this request to the next Parish Council agenda for the May
meeting to discuss it further and thanked Dr Bird for bringing the matter to their attention.
25/18.

Apologies for Absence
Apologies of absence were received from Cllrs M Finch due to being unwell and W Hurford
due to work commitments.

26/18.

Declarations of Interest/ dispensations.
There were no declarations of interest.

27/18.

Minutes of the previous meetings held on the 22nd January 2018
The minutes of the meetings held on the 22nd January were approved and signed as a true
record of the proceedings of that meeting.

28/18.

Report from the District and County Councillors
Report from SSDC Councillor T Mason – Budget approval
On Tuesday night the Council approved the budget and set the Council Tax for 2018/19 –
this sets a balanced budget for the next three financial years (up to 31 March 2021). The
District Council Tax remains the fourth lowest of all District Councils in England and the
lowest in the West Midlands. For Pattingham and Patshull this works out at £160.65 for a
Band D property made up of £110.34 District and the balance being Parish. This compares
with a total of £155.25 and £105.34 respectively for 2017/18.
For comparison, the highest parish precepts in the District are Hilton at £232.94 and
Lapley, Stretton &Wheaton Aston at £216.52. The final total bills will depend on the levies
to be made by the County Council, Fire and Police.

First wedding on the way
The new Ceremonial Suite at the Council Offices in Codsall has secured its first booking,
which will take place on Friday 27 July 2018. The bride-to-be was very impressed with the
room and is looking forward to her special day there.
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The Ceremonial Suite delivers a bespoke and affordable package, offering an elegant and
relaxed setting for civil weddings and partnership ceremonies, renewal of vows and
naming ceremonies. In the summer, the Council will be hosting its first Wedding Fayre in
partnership with ‘Tied with a bow’ on Sunday 3 June 2018 from 11am to 3pm.
Consultation continues on i54 Western Extension
A consultation by Staffordshire County Council and City of Wolverhampton Council is
underway over plans to carry out a major expansion on the i54 South Staffordshire
business park, home of Jaguar Land Rover, Moog, Eurofins and other multinational
companies. I have included a separate attachment giving details.
Report from Councillor K James
Requests concerning the Pot holes and surface damage to roads in Pattingham have been
sent to Highways Manager, Mark Keeling. The work will recommence to tackle these
repairs after the winter frosts are not affecting the tempretature needed for a successful
repair. The schedule for road work is based on priority. This means that major roads and
larger holes will normlly be addressed first to comply with this policy. It is importan that all
issues are reported to the Gailey Depot by email to enable the County Council to provide a
reference number for following up progress.

Flooding problems will be requested to be monitored for a resolution as soon as it is known
the precise location of the floods. This is necessary as heavy rainfall and flash floods can
slowly clear before the area is inspected.
Outstanding issues concerning gritting of the Wolverhampton Road in Pattingham are
being dealt with by County Cabinet member, Helen Fisher. I understand that the County
has issued information on their gritting policy to Parish Council’s.

There is a meeting on Thursdsay 22nd March at Perton Library arranged by the County
Council to highlight changes to the library service that might interest Pattigham residents.
The main purpose is to change the way the library is run and make it into a Community
library with local volunteers issuing books and recording returned items. The meeting will
be question and answer forum involving members of the public. It starts at 7pm until 9pm,
on a drop in basis. The library can be found off Severn Drive behind the Sainsburys store.
Members asked that the Clerk put this information out on the Social Media pages and
website so the public are aware of the consultation.
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29/18.

Outstanding items from the County and District Councils
Left hand bend warning sign on Wolverhampton/Pattingham Road at Nurton Bank has
fallen down and been damaged. It was reported over a year ago and the chairman
reported it again in January with an accompanying photograph to assist the inspector.
Information will be provided to Cllr K James to chase up.
Flooding Westbeech Road – this is ongoing and any flooding needs to be photographed
when it is there and reported via the app as soon as possible. The photos help the
inspectors to see the problem as by the time they get to site the water has usually cleared.

30/18.

Update on request to add Wolverhampton Road to the Primary Gritting Network
The following email has been received:Hi Jenny
“Thanks for the email. Please leave it with us and we’ll get back to you with a response as
soon as we can.
Regards
Helen
Helen Fisher
Cabinet Support Member for Highways
Staffordshire County Council”
Councillor K James will try to progress this further with Helen Fisher.

Following the second heavy snow fall this winter, members noted that David Roberts a
local farmer cleared snow from the roads in both December and February so that residents
of Pattingham were able to get out of the village.
Members asked the Clerk to invite Mr Roberts to the Annual Parish Meeting to receive a
commemorative village wall plaque in recognition of his service to the community.

31/18.

Update on the closure of the Pattingham Branch Surgery
Cllr T Mason reported:As referred to at our last meeting, I called a meeting of our district Wellbeing Select
Committee with the Clinical Commissioning Group on 30th January. They took our
concerns to a meeting to discuss the situation at county level the following day. Since then
the parish chairman and I have had a further meeting with them to better understand the
decision and patient options.
Since 2015 the Clinical Commissioning Group has had responsibility for funding in the
district and, having been aware for some time of issues surrounding our surgery, had
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looked at a range of options. They were however not aware until January 4th that the
practice had taken the decision to close and have apologised for the delay in informing us
of available options for patients served by the surgery.
Unfortunately current guidelines for clinical provision mean that it is not viable or
sustainable to fund services with a patient list size of less than 10,000. This meant that the
option of building and outfitting a new location, with NHS funding, within the village was
cost prohibitive due to the small number of patients registered with the surgery. As a result
there is little chance of this service ever becoming resurrected and all patients currently
registered need to be aware of options. All the surgeries listed in the letter sent by the
doctors have now opened their lists to Pattingham patients, should any wish to reregister,
and the Claverley practice accept that those who wish to continue with the practice will
need to be catered for from that location. The parish chairman and I also visited the local
pharmacy and have been assured they are ready to assist anyone having problems with
repeat prescriptions.
The CCG have promised to monitor developments of service provision and will look further
at any concerns raised.

32/18.

NALC Briefing Legal Topic note L01-18 Financial Assistance to Churches
The chairman summarised the item for members in that the Local Government Act 1972,
under which the parish council has precepted and made payments towards church
property and grounds, is overridden by a restriction in the Parish Council Act 1894
specifically prohibiting payments being made to churches.
The Legal Note is attached as appendix 1 to these minutes.
New Legal Guidance: Financial Assistance to the Church
NALC has recently published a new legal briefing L01-18 covering the subject of the
provision of financial assistance towards the church and other religious bodies. A copy of
the briefing (topic note L01-18) is attached to this report.
The document states that legislation prevents Parish Councils from providing financial
assistance to churches, and that has always been the case. The 1894 Act prevents Parish
Councils from giving grant funding towards church property or grounds. In our case, this
would include previous grants awarded under Section 137 of the Local Government Act
1972 towards clock maintenance and maintenance of the graveyards.
The Local Government Act 1972 does not override the specific prohibition of financial
assistance to churches in the 1894 Act and it is unlawful for Parish Councils to contribute
towards the maintenance of church property and grounds, with the exception of ‘closed
graveyards’.
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To be certain I contacted the Society of Local Council Clerks for their opinion on this matter
their response is below:-

“I have read the advice note you have sent me.
It is difficult to say whether it is lawful to give a grant to a church without knowing the
specific details of the grant and your email does not specify this. However, the Society has
always agreed with the position laid out in this document that a council which gives a grant
directly to a parish church is at serious risk of legal challenge in the courts and your
interpretation is broadly correct. It is of course still possible to maintain a closed
churchyard. Does this answer your question?
Kind regards, Delia
Delia Shephard
SLCC Advisor”
My response was:“That’s great thank you Delia, the grant we have given over the past x years has been for
maintenance and costs for running the church…”
Her response then was:“Well I think that should definitely stop! Delia
Delia Shephard
SLCC Advisor”

In light of this legal guidance paper, and in the opinion of NALC, we are no longer able to
give financial assistance to the Parochial Church Council (PCC) towards maintenance of
the church clock, or maintenance of the graveyards. The Clerk has written to the PCC
treasurer to advise our position and decline their current request for grant funding. The
church has responded acknowledging the fact that the Council can no longer give them a
grant and asks if the situation changes that, the Council reconsider their application.
A further email has been received from David Pattison which states that Parish Council’s
can pay for services form the Church such as renting a carpark from them under licence.

33/18.

Grant requests for Pattingham Baby and Toddler Group and St Chads Allotment Group
Two grant requests have been received details are below:Pattingham Baby and Toddler Group £500
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St Chads Allotment Group £380
It was agreed to give the above groups the grants as requested, and to invite them to give
a report and collect their cheques from the Annual Parish Meeting in April.
34/18.

Bus Shelter replacement update including landscaping around the new bus shelter
We have removed the old concrete planters from each side of the bus shelter, lowered the
soil level at the rear and installed a shallow trench of MOT type 2 hard core around the
back and sides to act as a drainage soakaway.
The rustic bench style seating is still awaiting installation.
Members agreed that when the weather warms up we will sow some grass seed around
the area, and then review any further planting in the section of highway between the village
hall carpark entrance and the corner of Westbeech road.

35/18.

Skate park refurbishment update
Installation is complete and the skate park fully open. A thank you message has been
received from Master Alfie Round who attended the January meeting enquiring about the
pending installation.

36/18.

Update on parking issues in the Parish
The traffic wardens have been requested through Helen Marshall and PCSO Sian Fryer
said she would try to be around outside the school at home time.
The Clerk to contact the person directly responsible for managing the Traffic Wardens and
try to request they attend Pattingham more frequently.

37/18.

Speeding in the Parish response from County Council and PCSO Sian Friar re Community
Speed Watch, also to include request from other local Parishes to purchase Speed
Activated Signs for each Parish to get a better cost per unit.
Members agreed to look at purchasing a Speed Activated Sign through the Staffordshire
Safety Partnership fund. The funding opened on the 1st March for 6 weeks. Councillor J
Dyas agreed to apply on behalf of the Parish Council.
It was noted that there is already a Speed Activated Sign on Westbeech Road, the Clerk to
investigate who owns / looks after that sign also.
Members agreed not to proceed with a Community Speed Watch in the parish unless
enough volunteers come forward for training.
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38/18.

Update on Dog Fouling in the alley between Letchmere Close and Wolverhampton Road
The yellow warning signs have been in place for 6 weeks on the alley way, and now need
to be removed. It was agreed to move them onto Clive Road.

39/18.

Best Kept Village Competition report from 2017 and to discuss the 2018 entry
The report was circulated to all members from the 2017 Competition. The main points of
issue, were the map which did not have enough information on it and the signs promoting
the competition not been displayed. It was agreed to post a copy of the report on our
website and Facebook page.
Members agreed to enter the Competition again this year, and will look into preparing a
better map to accompany the application. Councillor J Dyas agreed to put up the BKV
posters this year.
The Clerk will advertise the competitions sponsored by the Parish Council. Councillor Mrs
A Davies has organised the judges – for Burnhill Green Cllrs W Hurford and G Deane and
for Pattingham Jane and Joy Coburn. Mr Davies to judge the sunflower competition which
will also include Burnhill Green this year.
Councillor Mrs A Davies is still in touch with the Friends of Pattingham Group and will liaise
about any appropriate information and activity.

40/18.

Litter Picking
Councillor D Billson’s son has completed his year of Duke of Edinburgh Award litter picking
assignment. The Clerk (as requested by the Chairman) had put a notice on the Website
and Facebook page asking for volunteers to help “Keep Pattingham Tidy”, with zero
response. It was agreed that Cllr A Davies would share this post on Pattingham Chat to
see if there was any response from a wider audience.
It was noted that raising public awareness and possible prosecution for littering may be a
better deterrent. The Clerk will check what laws are in place to cover this.

41/18.

To receive the Playdale report for the children’s play area (report emailed to members)
The report was circulated to all members prior to the meeting. There are no major matters
of concern, and members agreed to accept the quote of £536.69 to undertake the minor
repairs to the play area.

42/18.

Site Allocation consultation
The site allocation extract that relates to Pattingham was circulated to all members with the
agenda papers. This is attached to these minutes as appendix 2.
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The Chairman has reviewed the document (particularly the section on Pattingham)
submitted to the government inspector and the District Council believe that because the
safeguarded land site was included in an earlier phase of the SAD process – that meets
the Council’s Statement of Community Involvement (SCI). We disagree, because the site in
the final SAD Publication Plan was ABSENT from the Preferred Options consultation. On a
majority, members agreed to send in again all previous comments stating the process of
selecting safeguarded land in Pattingham was NOT in accordance with the Council’s
Statement of Community Involvement.
The Clerk to prepare a response with the Chairman to the planning department.

43/18.

Request to hold a dog show on the playing fields
The following email has been received:“My name is Vicky I am part of a health profession team that raise money for different
charities throughout the year with various activities, this year we are raising money for cure
leukaemia.
We thought due to our rural living and proving popular a Charity Dog Show may be a good
idea and something different for us as a group.
This is where we ask yourselves for support and if it would be a possibility to use
Pattingham playing fields for our event.
We have the support of the local cadets whom will monitor parking and cleaning up of the
area to ensure the area is left clean and tidy.
Look forward to hearing from you.”
We have asked for clarification on certain points and a further response has been
received:“Apologies for the late response I wanted to ensure everything was in the email.
Firstly thank you so much for your response to my initial email, being local I understand the
concerns having dogs on the playing fields & can ensure you we will endeavour to leave
the fields as clean as possible.
We were thinking the first or last Saturday in June, although we have no preference to date
if you would like to suggest or prefer an alternative date.
We would like to anticipate 50-100 people attending, although we would have no control
over this, if for any reason it was thought to get too busy in any way we could look at
reducing the classes to bring it to an end.
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After discussions we feel hiring of the village hall if available would be a good idea, for
toilets and possible local stalls as a way of involving the local community and businesses,
charging a small fee would pay for the hire cost, not only focusing on doggy ideas but any
small local stalls to help promote their business.
Your local contacts to arrange possible use of the field for parking (the one that is used for
the scarecrow festival) would be greatly appreciated.
I hope I have managed to answer some of your questions, we would like not only for this to
be a great fundraiser but also a great local community event.
Anything else please get in touch.
Look forward to hearing from you.
Kind Regards
Victoria Looker”
Members after a lengthy debate agreed that Mrs Looker could use the lower playing field
for this event, but all dog faeces must be cleared from the area straight after the event. The
Clerk will forward to her the contact for the parking as requested in her email.

44/18.

Update on CPI bid
The Chairman met with Gordon Batey from SCC on Tuesday 20th February as new rules
regarding the administration of grant funding had been implemented by the County
Council. The visit was to review the proposed work identified in our Community Pathways
request. The replacement handrail off Clive Road was discussed and agreed, but the gate
replacement at the end of Hall End Lane was deducted from the grant (-£260) because the
new owner of Hall End Farm came forward and offered to replace the gate at his own cost.
It was suggested that hardwood would be more enduring for the handrail and a quote for
oak posts and rails had been received at a cost of £520+vat. Cost of installation would be
an additional £250. Members agreed to proceed with the work and take advantage of the
reduced CPI grant of £360 before it expired at the end of March and fund the shortfall.

45/18.

Clerks Report
Flicks in the Sticks support £444 – This funding was agreed, and further discussions will
take place with the Village Hall Committee on the sustainability of this event in the future.
Shed rental per annum £120 – this was agreed.
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60th Wedding Anniversary of Shelia and Ken James – noted.
50th Wedding Anniversary of Maureen and Malcolm Bird – noted.
46/18.

Accounts for payment
These are detailed below:-

Ratification list for January to March Pattingham Parish Council
Chq
No.
722902
722903
722904
722905
722906
722907
722908
722909
722910
722911
722912
722913
722914
722915
722916
DD
DD

Payee
D & S Oakworks
Cancelled
R H Electrical
British Telecom
Inland Revenue
J Spaull
A Horton
Pattingham Village Hall
SSDC
Cancelled
J Spaull
A Horton
British Telecom
Inland Revenue
Inland Revenue
EE
Utility Warehouse

Description
Bus shelter payment
Additional works to Xmas lights already approved
2 x months bill
January payment
Wages February
Invoice for grounds maintenance
Room hire charges
Election expenses

Amount(inc
VAT)
8967.20
0.00
1009.35
92.16
150.30
565.72
135.00
47.97
1717.60

Wages March
Invoice for grounds maintenance
January Payment
February payment
March Payment
Telephone Bill January
Changing rooms electricity January

565.72
135.00
46.08
150.39
150.39
34.81
13.22
13780.91

Income Received
Santander
SCC

47/18.

Interest for January
Grant

10.03
750.00
760.03

Accounts up to 05/02/2018
The accounts are attached to these minutes as appendix 2. They were noted by the
members.
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47/18.

Items for future agendas
To be with the Clerk by Monday 7th May 2018.
Flicks in the sticks
CAB Funding

49/18.

Date of next Meeting’s
Monday 16th April 2018 at Pattingham Village Hall for the Annual Parish Meeting
Monday 14th May 2018 at Pattingham Village Hall for the Annual General Meeting
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Appendix 1 to the minutes of Pattingham and Patshull Parish Council held on the 5th March 2018
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Appendix 2 to the minutes of the Pattingham and Patshull parish Council meeting held on the 5th March 2018
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Appendix 3 to the minutes of the Patshull and Pattingham Parish Council meeting held on the 5th March
2018

Financial Summary - Cashbook
Summary between 01/04/17 and 05/02/18 inclusive. Includes due and unpaid transactions.
Balances at the start of the year
Ordinary Accounts
Cash in hand
£0.00
Santander
£25,595.48
Short Term Investment Accounts
Nationwide Playing Fields 1373/704060866
£13,522.50
Nationwide Vill Hall Fund 1136/708023140
£6,102.59
Santander Deposit account
£25,871.08
Total
£71,091.65
RECEIPTS
Total Receipts
PAYMENTS
Total Payments

Net
£62,664.67
£62,664.67
Net
£69,982.67
£69,982.67

Vat
£0.00
£0.00
Vat
£9,504.86
£9,504.86

Gross
£62,664.67
£62,664.67
Gross
£79,487.53
£79,487.53

Closing
Ordinary Accounts
Cash in hand
Santander
Short Term Investment Accounts

£0.00
£8,473.51

Nationwide Playing Fields 1373/704060866
Nationwide Vill Hall Fund 1136/708023140
Santander Deposit account
Total

£0.00
£0.00
£45,795.28
£54,268.79

15/02/18 12:08 PM Vs:
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Financial Budget Comparison
Comparison between 01/04/17 and 05/02/18 inclusive. Includes due and unpaid transactions.
Excludes transactions with an invoice date prior to 01/04/17
2017/2018

Actual Net

Balance

£0.00
£50,072.00
£4,000.00
£325.00
£0.00
£0.00

£760.00
£50,072.00
£4,090.00
£0.00
£6,416.67
£299.11

£760.00
£0.00
£90.00
-£325.00
£6,416.67
£299.11

£54,397.00
£54,397.00

£61,637.78
£61,637.78

£7,240.78
£7,240.78

£1,500.00
£750.00
£325.00
£100.00
£400.00
£500.00
£3,500.00
£250.00
£1,500.00
£2,000.00
£4,750.00
£75.00
£9,000.00
£120.00
£1,000.00
£1,500.00
£1,750.00
£2,080.00
£2,000.00
£500.00
£3,000.00
£2,000.00
£2,000.00
£4,500.00

£1,204.32
£550.00
£0.00
£0.00
£379.90
£0.00
£5,537.81
£250.00
£1,500.00
£95.00
£4,791.82
£0.00
£6,988.61
£99.00
£1,717.60
£2,111.80
£1,718.58
£1,773.92
£0.00
£0.00
£2,500.00
£0.00
£3,776.20
£433.78

£295.68
£200.00
£325.00
£100.00
£20.10
£500.00
-£2,037.81
£0.00
£0.00
£1,905.00
-£41.82
£75.00
£2,011.39
£21.00
-£717.60
-£611.80
£31.42
£306.08
£2,000.00
£500.00
£500.00
£2,000.00
-£1,776.20
£4,066.22

INCOME
100
101
102
103
104
110

Donations
Precept
Sport England Grant
Allotment Rent
Misc Items
Interest on Santander deposit
acc

Total
Total Income
EXPENDITURE
1
2
3
4
5
6
8
9
10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
25
26

Administration
Audit Costs
Allotments
Allotment Church Insurance
Best Kept Village Competition
Burnhill Green
CCTV
Chairman’s Allowance
Play Park Loan
Community Participation
Christmas Lights
Church Clock
Clerks Salary
Defibulator
Elections
Footpath Maintenance
Gardening
Insurance
Litter
Mothers and Toddlers
Old Peoples Welfare
Parochial Church Council
Playing Flds Maintenance
Grounds Maintenance

15/02/18 12:23 PM Vs:
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Financial Budget Comparison
Comparison between 01/04/17 and 05/02/18 inclusive. Includes due and unpaid transactions.
Excludes transactions with an invoice date prior to 01/04/17

27
28
29
30
31
32
33
34
35
36
37

2017/2018

Actual Net

Balance

Playing Field Precept
£0.00
Grants / Other exp
£2,000.00
Subscriptions
£950.00
Training
£500.00
Youth
£1,000.00
Grant Assisted Projects
£4,000.00
Replacement bus shelter
£0.00
STORAGE AT THE VILLAGE
£120.00
HALL
CHRISTMAS LIGHT SWITCH ON £150.00

£0.00
£750.00
£35.00
£0.00
£12,500.00
£8,995.91
£10,806.00
£0.00

£0.00
£1,250.00
£915.00
£500.00
-£11,500.00
-£4,995.91
-£10,806.00
£120.00

£0.00

£150.00

£100.00

£0.00

£100.00

£477.00

£11.70

£465.30

£54,397.00
£54,397.00

£68,526.95
£68,526.95

-£14,129.95
-£14,129.95

£54,397.00
£54,397.00
£0.00

£61,637.78
£68,526.95
-£6,889.17

£7,240.78
-£14,129.95

BURNHILL GREEN
RECREATION
PLAYING FIELD MAINTENANCE

Total
Total Expenditure
Total Income
Total Expenditure
Total Net Balance

15/02/18 12:23 PM Vs:
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